
 

 

 
 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR DIRECTION FOR MY FUTURE 
Day 8: Sunday, January 16th – STAY 
 

Verses to Read: Ruth 1:16; Isaiah 40:30-31; James 5:7-8 
 
I’ve thought many times about how different my life would be if I’d given up when I wanted to. My story could’ve 
become something like, “Yeah, I used to think I was supposed to be a pastor, but I gave it a shot and things didn’t work 
out. That’s just how it goes.” 
 
I’m certain you’ll have to wrestle with occasional challenges in different seasons of your life: a boss you don’t think you 
can stand another day, a relationship that’s suddenly hurting, a dream that’s running out of resources, a move that’s 
failed your expectations. When you face difficulties, it’s natural to reconsider your huge, life-altering decisions. You 
might ask questions like these. 
 
Should I take my chances, quit this job, and look for something else? 
After my spouse’s affair—is it time to move on? 
Am I really cut out to run a business? Should I cut my losses before things get any worse? 
 
In each of these examples—and with most major life choices—you’re at a crucial fork in the road, and it’s time to 
decide: should I stay or walk away? 
 
Often the best and most rewarding decision you can make is to stay the course even when it would be simpler to turn 
and walk away. I’m not saying you will never need to walk away. But before you decide, ask yourself, “Am I choosing to 
give up because it’s the right thing or because it seems like leaving would be easier?” Sometimes the greatest act of faith 
is faithfulness, staying where you are planted. Years from now you may look back and thank God that you decided to 
stay when it would have been easier to go. 
 
Remember, God made you in His image and He is the author and finisher of your story. You are not a quitter. You are a 
finisher. 
 
REFLECT:  

• Are you choosing to give up because it’s the right thing or because it seems like leaving would be easier? 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR DIRECTION FOR MY FUTURE 
Day 9: Monday, January 17th – GO 
 

Verses to Read: Genesis 12:1-4; Psalm 32:8 
 
Do you sense something new happening in your life? Do you want something different? Even if you don’t feel it now, it’s 
always a good idea to keep your heart prepared for change because it’s a guarantee. 
 
We’ve talked about stop, and stay so far, but there are times where the best decision you can make in finding God’s 
direction is to go. 
 
Often we’re called to stand our ground when the pressure mounts, but many times we need to take a risk. Do you feel 
restless where you are? God may have planted a divine desire in you to serve Him in some surprising way. Maybe He’s 
inspired you with a specific group of people, an idea, a problem, or a place. Maybe He’s calling you to go. Follow that 
hunch and see where it takes you. Embrace the adventure. The best way to make a leap of faith is to get a good running 
start. 
 
There’s a great story in the Old Testament about Abram and Sarai (later renamed Abraham and Sarah) that illustrates 
“go” perfectly. In Genesis 12, God spoke to Abram. At the time, Abram was living in a town called Haran but he was from 
a city called Ur of the Chaldeans. Back in Abram’s hometown of Ur, the people worshipped a false moon god named 
Nannar. 
 
What’s significant is that the one true God chose to reveal Himself to Abram. God gave Abram a very simple and direct 
command: walk away from everything you’ve ever known.  
 
“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1 NIV) 
 
Leave and go. 
 
To step toward your destiny, you may have to step away from your security. 
 
To go somewhere else, you have to leave where you are. You have to leave what’s known, what’s comfortable, what’s 
predictable, and what’s easy. To step toward your destiny, you may have to step away from your security. 
 
Who knows where God will take your story if you just let Him? One day, years from now, you’ll look back on your life 
and see the whole story. What’s it going to be? “I felt like God was calling me, but I was afraid, so I did nothing.” Or will 
you have a faith-filled adventure to tell? The difference is whether or not you go when God says, “Go.” 
 
REFLECT:  

• Is there anything that God is calling you to leave? Where is he calling you to go?  



 

 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR DIRECTION FOR MY FUTURE 
Day 10: Tuesday, January 18th – SERVE 
 

Verses to Read: Matthew 16:24; John 4:32-34; Matthew 23:11 
Serving others does not come naturally to me. I’m a self-centered person. I like it my way. It’s not something I’m proud 
of, but unfortunately, it’s true. 
 
I’m not the only one. All of us can be a bit self-centered. By nature, we are selfish people. Just think about it: you don’t 
have to teach a child to be selfish. According to Jesus, life is not all about us, and yet everything in our culture (including 
that burger place) tries to tell us to have it our way. 
 
One of the quickest ways to forget about God is to be consumed with “self.” Jesus had pretty direct words for those who 
wanted to follow Him.  
 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24 NIV 
 
God wants us to have it His way. And He’s not talking about extra meat, hold the lettuce. 
 
Speaking of food, Jesus made a statement that should make us pause before we order our next burger.  
 
“My food … is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.” John 4:34 NIV 
 
Imagine being able to say, “My food is to serve God. My food is to please Him. My food is to complete the assignment 
God sent me to do. My food is to do the will of my Father and to finish His work.” That’s a different kind of nourishment. 
That’s living with divine direction. 
 
When all of culture says, “Fill yourself,” God tells us to fill others. When the people around us say, “Get all you can! It’s 
all about you,” God wants us to contribute rather than to consume. When all of culture says, “Fill yourself,” God tells us 
to fill others. God didn’t create us to be takers. He created us to be givers. Rather than focusing on our desires, we are 
called to focus on the needs of others. Instead of cutting to the front of the line, we are called to wait at the end. God 
created us to serve. 
 
This kind of living will change your story. 
 
Think about it. The stories you love reminiscing about are the ones when you helped your neighbor, got involved at 
church, or gave something away. That’s because we were made to serve just as Jesus did on earth. The decision to serve 
may not feel natural for you. It wasn’t always for me. But I’ve realized serving isn’t something we do. A servant is who 
we’re called to be. Because when we serve, we become like Christ. 
 
REFLECT:  

• How, where and who is God calling you to serve in this season?   



 

 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR DIRECTION FOR MY FUTURE 
Day 11: Wednesday, January 19th – TRUST 
Verses to Read: John 20:24-29; Mark 4:35-41; Joshua 1:9 
 
Here in Texas, one thing we know is that the weather can change dramatically and very quickly. One day we can have 
beautiful sunny weather with a high of 83 degrees. The very next day it can snow three inches. Storms can seemingly come 
out of nowhere. 
 
They do that in our lives too.  
 
My friend spoke with one woman recently who has been battling some health issues. She explained how she was close to God 
years ago and used to be very involved in church. But when she started going through some very real trials, she questioned 
why God would allow it. She fought back tears as she said, “How can I worship a God I can’t trust?” 
 
That’s an incredibly important question as we fast for divine direction in our lives.  
 
This woman’s question hits at the heart of one of life’s biggest decisions. Will we trust that God is good even when life is not? 
Our response to pain and challenges determines so much about our future. 
 
By its very nature, faith requires trust in something—or in someone—that’s not always predictable or understandable by 
human standards. If we’re honest, most of us want irrefutable proof of God’s benevolent presence in our lives. 
 
This isn’t new. Remember doubting Thomas? After Jesus died on the cross and rose from the dead, Thomas said he wouldn’t 
believe it unless he saw proof. Instead of getting mad and casting him aside for his lack of faith, Jesus graciously showed 
Thomas His nail-pierced hands. 
 
Remember the disciples in the storm? They were terrified as the storm raged all around them even though they weren’t 
alone. Mark reminds us Jesus was in the stern of the boat sleeping. It’s an important detail because who’s in your boat 
matters. With Jesus in your boat, the storms may still rock you, but you won’t sink. 
 
People like you, me, Thomas, and the disciples tend to think we wouldn’t be going through a storm if God were really with us. 
But that’s not it. With Jesus is in your boat, the storms may still rock you, but you won’t sink. He’s with you, both in a spring 
shower and in the worst tornado imaginable. 
 
Not only is He with you, He’s for you. And if He’s for you, who can be against you? Trust God with whatever you’ve been 
holding back. Trust Him with your future spouse. Trust Him with your children. Trust Him with your career. Trust Him with 
your health. Trust Him with your finances. 
 
Trust Him without reservation. Period. 
 
REFLECT:  

• In what ways and in what areas do you need to trust God for direction right now in your life?  



 

 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR PROTECTION OVER MY LIFE 
Day 12: Thursday, January 20th – PROTECT US FROM THE EVIL ONE 
 

Verses to Read: Jeremiah 29:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:3 
 
In this 21-day period, we are asking God to bring revelation in four different areas:  
 

• Provision for our children 

• Direction for our future 

• Protection over our lives 

• Visitation in our spirits 
 

Over the next 5 days, we will be focusing our devotional thoughts and prayers on protection over our lives.  
 
In Scripture, we find a very important difference between the works of God and the works of Satan. In Jeremiah 29:11, 
the Scripture states “For I know the plans that I have for you declares the Lord…” However, II Thessalonians 3:3 states, 
“But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen you and protect you from the schemes of the evil one.”  
 
Isn’t it interesting that God plans while Satan schemes. While a plan centers around something hope-filled for the 
future, a scheme is usually evil in nature. The nemesis in plays never creates plans, he creates “evil plans.” Such is the 
difference between our heavenly father and our enemy.  
 
One thing that I’m thankful for, God promises to protect us and make us aware of the enemy’s schemes. Satan comes to 
steal, kill, and destroy. But our God is a strong Father, guarding and establishing our steps. He has not left us alone. 
While the enemy may prowl around like a lion seeking to devour the weak, our God is strong and makes us strong. We 
can stand up and endure no matter what the enemy throws our way. 
 
We can be sure God is faithful. His past performance in our difficult circumstances points to His unchanging character 
and faithfulness. As a result, no situation is hopeless. He will protect us and place his shield over us.  
 
REFLECT:  

• Where have you seen God’s faithfulness? 

• What’s one area of your life where God has strengthened you? 

• How have you seen the Lord protect you from evil? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR PROTECTION OVER MY LIFE 
Day 13: Friday, January 21st – PROTECT US FROM TEMPTATION 
Verses to Read: Matthew 6:9-13; Psalm 141:4; James 1:13 
 
In Matthew 6, we find Jesus teaching his disciples how to pray. It's an amazing set of Scriptures that gives us the picture of 
what we know today as "The Lord's Prayer." In the final petition, Jesus asks the Father for spiritual protection. He prays "lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil." 
 
There's often misunderstanding around this verse of Scripture. The idea of this Scripture isn't to ask God not to tempt us. In 
fact, we read in James 1:13 that "God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one."  
 
Your creator is morally incapable of being an agent of temptation. The world, the flesh, and the devil are all sources of direct 
temptation for us, but God is not a tempter. God does not tempt people to sin. However, in allowing our temptation, He does 
test us. 
 
In Genesis, we find that God established a test for Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden when He forbade them from eating 
fruit from the forbidden tree. But the Bible says that he did not tempt our first parents, Satan did. Similarly, the Lord tested 
Job by allowing Satan to interfere in his life and tempt him to curse God, but our Maker did not introduce temptation into 
Job's life. 
 
Since God doesn't tempt, then what does Jesus mean when He says, "lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…?”  
 
We might illustrate Jesus’ words “Lead us not into temptation” like this: a mother takes her young children grocery shopping 
with her and comes to the candy aisle. She knows that taking her children down that aisle will only stir up greediness in their 
hearts and lead to bouts of whining and pouting. In wisdom, she takes another route—whatever she may have needed down 
the candy aisle will have to wait for another day. In this way the mother averts unpleasantness and spares her children a trial. 
Praying, “Lead us not into temptation,” is like praying, “God, don’t take me down the candy aisle today.” It’s recognizing that 
we naturally grasp for unprofitable things and that God’s wisdom can avert the unpleasantness of our bellyaching. 
 
Sometimes our greatest need from protection isn’t just from others or things of this world, but from ourselves. 
 
Whether we are asking for God to lead us away from sin or from difficult trials, our goal is found in the second part of verse 

13: “Deliver us from the evil one.” A petition similar to this is offered by David in Psalm 141:4: “Do not let my heart be drawn 

to what is evil so that I take part in wicked deeds along with those who are evildoers; do not let me eat their delicacies.”  

In all things, God is our deliverer and our protector.  

REFLECT:  

• In what areas of your life personally do you need the Lord to protect you from yourself?   

 
 



 

 

OPEN MY EYES TO YOUR PROTECTION OVER MY LIFE 
Day 14: Saturday, January 22nd  – PROTECTION THROUGH FAILURE 
 

Verses to Read: II Chronicles 16:1-14 
 
None of us like to fail. It’s an ugly word. Yet all of us are subject to its attacks. If the first man and woman that God 

created failed in an environment that was perfectly suited for them, then we are all capable. Throughout the Scriptures, 

many of God’s servants suffered failures. The most successful people in history have experienced failure.  

 

In 2 Chronicles 16, we learn the story of King Asa. Tragically, in the 39th year of Asa’s reign, he began to depend on his 

own wealth and strength instead of depending on the Lord as he did when he was younger and weaker. In his anger, he 

imprisoned a prophet who told him that his behavior was foolish and then refused to seek the Lord’s help when he was 

inflicted with a deadly disease which eventually killed him.  

 

We should be careful to ask God to make us successful, for the results of success are not always life-giving. In the same 

way, when you go through failure, we should be careful to think that it’s a judgment or God’s refusal to simply give us 

what we want.  

 

The truth is that sometimes, failure is to protect us. God might close a door in your workplace because the job you were 

in wasn’t his perfect plan. On the surface, we might look at the situation through our own natural eyes and determine 

that we had failed when the reality is that God simply wanted us moved in a new workplace for a purpose.  

 

It’s important to remember that in asking for God’s protection, we must learn to trust His direction. His ways are not our 

ways. He often works steps ahead of us, so what seems unclear to us is incredibly clear to him. God is working. It might 

seem like you’re just a failure, but God’s plans are to give you life more abundantly. So trust him in the middle of your 

failure.    

 

REFLECT:  

• Where in your life might your failure be God’s protection?   

 

 

 

 

 


